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THE advantages refulting from the art of Printing are ac- 
knowledged to be as important and intereftirig to mankind, as from 
any mechanical invention, as no method is fo well fitted to preferve 
the productions of the learned, and to extend ufeful knowledge to eve- 
ry order of the fpecies with fuch furprizing facility and exaétnefs ; an 
art unknown to the ancients ; the inconveniencies attending their ma- 
nufcripts were infuperable, and confequent'y confined literate to a {mall 
circle: What with the revolutions of kingdoms, and the wafte of time, 
many of the ineftimable labours of antiquity are long fince extin&, the 
fragments that are ftill preferved by the hand of Providence do honour 
to human nature, and will endear the memories of the Authors to 
“ages yet to come. Let us caft our eyes over Europe, and compare their 
prefent polite and polifhed ftate with the afpectit had prior to the 
difcovery of Printing, and we fhall find an inconceivable change fince 
that happy period, arts and fciences have been gradually diffufed, and 
taken place of rude ignorance and barbarifm. So long as the Prefs is 
directed to the valuable purpofes of extending literature, promoting 
arts, improving the morals and corre€ting the vices of mankind, fo 
long it hath a juft claim to the patronage of every friend to fcience 
and liberty : But if, by the afcendency and influence of a party, it be- 
comes a vehicle in the hands of the licentious to calumniate the 
amiable and virtucus, and by infidious arts to create fears, jealous 
fies, and diftraGions, to the great interruption of publick peace and 
happinefs ; fuch proftitution of the Prefs I am perfaaded every jy=" 
dicious man muft condemn, and wifh that meafures might be taken to¥ 

revent. Iam conftrained to fay, that no country hath fo wantenly 

abufed the freedom of the Prefs as this; on this account it is noto- 
rious, that we are defpifed by the neighbouring Colonies, and lie 
under the imputation of being factious and fedittous by foreigners ; 
whether there be juit caufe I }Jeave with others to determine. What 
indecencies, flanders, falfhoods, and invectives are weekly emitted againft 
a Gentleman who hath merited and enjoyed the moft diftinguifhed of- 
ices his King and Country had in their power to beftow ! Neither 
his 
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his faithfulnefs, integrity, nor virtue have been fufficient to thield him 
againft the arrows of malice and revenge; but this great and good 
Man is fuperior to their impotent efforts, and looks down on his enemies 
with pity and contempt: Future generations fhall pay that honour to 
his memory that fome of hisgyngrateful countrymen at this day deny 
him, and the zra of his adminiftration fhall be commemorated with 
_ gratefal admiration. 

It is unfortunate for this country that thofe daring Incendiaries 
fhould be permitted to vent their inveCtives with impunity ; impunity 
did I fay! Are they not openly encouraged ? A recent inftance we 
have in the proceedings of the G---- J--- on the performance of My- 
cius Scevola, who aimed at the deftruétion of the monarchical branch of 
the Legiflature, and aimed a blow at the very vitals of our conftitution : 
This piece was declared the moft flagitious attempt again{t government 
ever printed in America and produced an order froin the Governor 
and Council to the Attorney-General for profecuting the -------- 
Printer : This was accordingly done; but how fhall we account for 
the f{trange and unexpeéted iffue, notwithftanding the plain and direct 
terms in which it was penned, fo that it was not imagined the moft 
wickedly ignorant could miftake the meaning. Let it be forever 
remembered, that a G---- J--- for the county of Suffolk, although 
under the moft folemn oath to take cognizance of all breaches of law, 
permitted this flagrant violation of it to pafs unpunifled : Whether this 
was effected through fear, favour, affection, or hope of reward, or the 
honeft dictates of unbiaffed minds the world will judge. 

Sure 1 am this determination of the G---- J--- can refle& no ho- 
nour on the Community, and will not tend to remove from this peo- 
ple the imputation of being fa&tioufly difpofed———As the fubjedt of 
Libels has been difcuffed by an Author, whom the moft fanguine ad- 
vocate for an unlimited freedom of the Prefs will not dare to reject, 
_and as it appears very pertinent to our circumi{tances, I offer it as an 
antidote to the fatal diforder of the times, and with the following ex- 
tracts I beg leave to finifh my remarks, and leave it to every one to 
make his own comments. 


From the Inprrrnpenr Wuic, No. XXVIII. 
Gonfiderations on the mifcbievous tendency of L1BELS ; efpecially Public Lists. 





PON this fubje&t I expect to find the more candour and attention, as 
the common danger has caJined the minds of men, and almoft fi- 


| } lenced the clamour of party. Falfe zeal and difaffection are driven into 
i _cabals in corners ; and I hope that common fenfe will be heard in the 
ae caufe of national peace and union. 


It cannot but be a pardonable attempt, to prevent or allay popular heats 
unjuftly raifed, and induftrioufly kept up, fuch as turn the head, and in- 
flame the heart, and weaken fociety by dividing it: To remove perni- 
cious prejudices, to reconcile men to their common intereft,to abate theie 

wrath 
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‘wrath and difgufts, infpired by fuch as would miflead them, againft thofe 
who never hurt them. 

If their paffions be, kindled, and their minds racked to no purpofe, or 
for an ill purpofe, are not the authors of fuch pain and difquict to be con- 
fidered by them as dangerous feducers and firebrands, who would gain, 
credit or profit at their expence, govern them by impofing upon them, 

_teaze them with falfe fears and information, and difturb the Publick for 
_private ends ? It is not for the credit of any man, to defarne King, Lords, 
and Commons, becaufe a Libeller bids him, and to regard his character 
and authority more than thofe of the Legiflature. 

One who lives by a paper, or ftrives to ferve the views of a faction by 
it, will be apt to confider, not what is true and right, but what is taking 
and gainful ; and, under the temptation of multiplying lyes, to multiply 
loaves and readers. If it be popular to rail at publick men and publick mea- 
‘fures,it cannot be expected that he will take the unpopular fide and make 
their panegyrick, even when they moft deferve it. It is more probable, 
that he will rail at their beft actions, if their beft actions be ill underftood, 
and therefore unpopular, and will ftudy to make them fo, if in doing it 
he can but raife the name and fale of the paper. 

_ This genetally is the policy and temper of fuch Writers. They are the 
Swifs of intereft and party, and with loud pretences to independency, are 
flaves to the popular cry, flaves to their own paffions, flaves to a fpirit of 
their own raifing or fofering. What Party-\Writer dare, if he would, do 
juftice to a worthy character obnoxious to his party, or own that there 
are any fuch ? What mercenary Writer will venture to tell any truth, 
which is likely to fink the fale of his paper, or to {mother any fafe falfi~ 
fication which tends to raife it? It is the great drift,therefore the conftant 
practice, of both forts, to humour their readers, to incenfe and miflead 
them ; to magnify their own favourites, to blacken and traduce their op- 

onents, to fee nothing but excellency and merit in the former, to allow 
nothing but folly and malignity in the latter. 

Ought not fuch extravegances, boldly publifhed, greedily credited, and 
producing fo much heat, delufion, 2nd ill bluod, to ferve as a warning to all 
people that can but read and remember, how rath and. dangerous it is to 
truft, and how much they ought to defpife, falfe, hot, and abufive Wri- 
ters, who fcatter calumny, impofture, and ribaldry, only to ferve the in- 
tereft of a party, or their own intereft ; who for this end ftick at no abufe, 
no falfhood, and even torture facts into falfhood, and merit into difpraife ; 
who advance not what is true and healing, but what is mifchievous and 
pleafing. The poor people are always their bubbles and property, and 
they live and profper by deceiving them. 

Nothing is more to the difgrace of fuch Libels and Libellers, than that 
they are moft loud and current during publick diftraction and diftrefs ; 
that they thrive beft when the Publick fuffers moft, and when publick 
diftraction prevails. Popular difcontents are their nourifhment, and they 
the fuel of publick difcontents, which fometimes have no other. 

A French Quack in London, when the plague raged at Marfeilles,and wa¥ 
terribly apprehended here, fwore, ‘ that if the plague did but come hi- 
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“ ther, he fhould furely make his fortune.” Had the fame narrow, un- 
feeling genius been a penman in purfuit of fortune, or a firebrand of party, 
he would have rejoiced in popular commotions and the profpeé of a civil 
war ; a feafon when pamphlets {warm moft,and invectives fly fafter; when 
fury and uproar prevail, law is defpifed, the ftill voice of reafon not heard, 
and all enormities are encouraged by impunity. 

It would furely fpoil the pleafure ofa good citizen, when he is reading 
any lying and angry Libel, to confider it is written purpofely to deceive 
him, to make hima bad neighbour and a bad fubject ; that it robs him 
of two valuable things, his time and tranquility, and fuppofes him to be 
a dupe and in leading-ftrings. 

What can bea greater crime, what can argue a worfe fpirit, than, for 
vengeance, for a penny, or a place, to propagate difcord and falthood ? 
Not to care who is hurt, or what mifchief be done, fo as the Author be 
gratified and the paper fell? This is a proceeding too heinous to be ag- 

ravated, fcarce credible, yet too common. 

A publick Libel admits of but one alleviation ; I mean, when, with all 
‘its mifchievons tendency, it is produced without malice. It was natural 
to pity the poor offending Author who excufing himfelf to aSecretary of 
State, for abufing the Government, faid, ‘* He did it from no ill-will, but 
‘«* only want of bread.” When the Secretary afked him, Why be did not 
then chufe to write for the Government ? « Alas, my Lord, faid the feared 
«* Calumniator, I fhall thea want bread, for then nobody will buy what 
«<« T write.” 

It was not ambition, it was not ill-nature, that guided is pen; and if 
hedid any harm, he meant none. But when rancour and rage, ora greedy 
fpirit, arms the hand of an Author; when he openly defies authority, be- 
lyes and blackens thofe who bear it, and villifies all their meafures, not 
becaufe they are wrong, though he may fay fo, but becaufe they aretheirs ; 
they only who are influenced and mifled by him, are entitled to pity, 


but he himfelf to none. 
[ To be continued. ]} 
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If the Publifher of the Censor will infert the following, he will oblige one 
of bis Cuftomers. 


AST Thurfday the fifth inftant, the Reverend Dr. Chauncy, in 
his turn, at the weekly lecture, delivered a well-grounded, fea- 
fonable, and folemn difcourfe to a crowded auditory from thofe words 
in Pfalm cxlv. 17. The Lorv as righteous in all bis ways, and holy in 
all his works—fetting forth the neceflity of turning from our fins belore 


| t we can have reafon to expect the falvation of the Lorp.; which, how- 
ever, was not very highly efteemed by many of the hearers, who are 
Y i feldom or never ,feen at the lecture, or any other place of publick wor- 
ioe fhip, they having their minds ftrongly impregnated with fanguise ex- 
a pectations of hearing fomething of a very different nature, and impati- 
Bh | ently waiting to hear an Ovation at another place more entertaining 
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wn Anfwer to that infamous Account now diftributing in order to impofe far« 
ther on the Town by raifing a tax on tts inhabitants. —But to enumerate 
the [chemes of this vile Perfecutor to draw in pelf would be too extenfive 
for a hand-bill or even a whole news-paper, therefore foall reply only to 
the deligning articles juft expofed. 


I. HE fpinning-wheels, which were purchafed with the Town’s 
money at the cheapeft rates, were fingled out to the poor at a 


very confiderable advance, their ‘* deplorable circumf{tances being much 
commiierated” by that cool and confiderate Gentleman, fo ftiled by that 
fycophant cock-fighting Wool-Comber, who has been his tool on all 
dirty occafions, particularly in lending his name to a f{currilous hand-bill 
publifhed fometime fince, which every one knows the Author, who 
read it, for the faid Comber has not abilities to write two lines of 
common fenfe upon any fubje& whatever. 


IIdly. The Combing bufinefs is well known to have the greateft room 
for deceptions, and no doubt but fufficient advantages have been taken 
by this worthlefs fellow, of the Undertaker’s ignorance of that branch, 
and it is certain, that this fame perfon has much abufed a Gentleman’s in- 
tereft, who lives not many miles from hence, he having employed him 
in a very confiderable jobb ; this Gentleman is often in Town, and has 
declared that he found this Comber to be one of the greateft fcoundrels 
he ever was concerned with, in refpeé to falfhood and impofition. 


IHdly. The {pinning ** fixty-five thoufand feven hundred and forty 
fins” no doubt have been performed: But how ? If half that quan- 
tity had been properly conducted, it wou!d have turned to double advan- 
tige : And in order to fet the manufactory agoing with fafety to himfelf 
after he had pocketed the finances, Afew/? was to run all rifques by tak- 
ing to himfelf the whole of the yarn juft as it was, good, bad, and in- 
different, at one ftated price, fuch as the Undertaker thought fit to fix it 
at, which was found upon tryal to be exceflively dear, and was therefore 
objected to with much propriety,as the goods manufactured from it would 
not fetch the prime coft, was Moecw/e’s own work not reckoned. Even 
in the {pinning article there was an intolerable impofition of half a copper 
upon every fkiin more than was ever paid to the poor, he being charged 
three coppers, and it is well known they were allowed no more than two 
and a-half ; the reafon given for this was, the youngfters wafting 
fo much, but it is certain they were limited in that wafte, and if it failed 
ef the weight more than the ufual allowance, they were cut off for the 
fame. Farther, whit ditcouraged Mewye ftill more he was required to 
pay rent for the Manufactury-Houfe to M------- x, for the ufe of the 
tools, &c. together with ten per cent. added at foot of each bill of parcels 
of any thing bought in for the ufe of the bufinefs, and to give him be- 
fides all this,one tenth part of the moacy wich was in any ways brought 
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in by his labour, and requefted to keep an account of the fume, and 
give it in upon oath once every three months. Thefe, and thefe only 
were the reafons for Mew/e's refentment and declining having any fur- 
ther concerns with fuch a mercenary old wretch, although he was pleaf- 
ed to report Mew/e was bribed by the Commiffioners to ftop; but this, 
like many other affertions of his, was foon proved to be a grofs lye of his 
own manufa@ture, dyed and drefied by himfelf. | Is it likely Mew/fe 
fhould endeavour to deftroy a bufinefs wherein he had fo much depen- 
dence, and had fent for his Brothers and Sifters from England to affift 
him therein? Although it is well known that as foon as they arrived here, 
) | x, like another ‘fudas, pulled him to pieces becaufe he would 
not fubmit to his mercilets encroachments. It is generally believed if he 
had not fell into the hands of this Man Eater, and had taken the ma- 
nagement of that bufinefs to himfelf, we fhould have had a flourifhing 
manufactory at this time, for he has given {ufficient proofs of his abilities 
by calling upon feveral Gentlemen of probity in town who came to the 
late reference and teftified upon oath that he had done work for them 
equal to any from home. If any of thefe facts are doubted Mew/e has 
in his poffeffion the original letters, propofals, and bills of parcels of the 
patriotick Mr. M------- x, which mutt fatisfy every one what he is. 


IVthly. As to * fix thoufand yards of ftuff,” it is thought there may 
be that put together, and that there has been fo much money confumed 
in doing it; but now it is done, pray what do youcall it ? Why home- 
fpun, for by any other name it cannot be diftinguithed, and moft of it 
is not worthy to be called by that name, 


Vihly. The lofs of money lent to Metw/e is an abfolute falfhood and 
moft wicked infinuation, and the late reference by rule of court certainly 
invalidates it ; for M-------x« was paid all which was allowed due to 
him by Afew/e’s bondimen,which was. 164—16—5-! L. M. and which 
fum was to draw out of his hands all Mew/e’s ftock, for which he gave 
his notes of hand to faid Af------- x, but there ftill remains a deficiency 
of £. 68 0r 70 L. M. due to Mew/e, and he has been kept out of it by 
a bafe cunning : However there are means preparing which will difco- 
ver more marks of his pretended honcity, and will be a rod for another 


Ccnfederzte. 


Vithly. The coft of the mills, &c. &c. is a modeft calculation, he be- 
ing afhamed of the real expence, for fure there never was before fuch 
mad work ; the abfurd, head-ftrong ftup:dity, numberlcfs felf-fufficient 
whims, and needle{s expences could hardiy be expreffed, were it at- 
tempted. In fine, the Old Fox is catched a: laftin the fame trap he fet 
fer others. 


J. M. 


























great names have ben adduced as authoiities to fupport fuch 
verdicts ; but at all times a power has been retained by the 
Court, either, as in former times, to punith Jurors by attaint 
and fines, or, as in modero times, to grant a new trial which 
takes away all effect from the verdict, and I think there is no 
Writer apon law of any charaéter who does not admit that it 
is a maxim of law, Ad que/ionem /aglé ve/pondent Judices, ad 
gucfionem juris non re/pondent Juratoré. And although by mo- 
sera prattice’a Court doth aot retufe to receive a verdiét of a 
jury given againit law ; nor are the Juries as they ufed to 
be, nable to an attaint, yet it does nog follew, that they do 
not depart from the duty of a Jury and from their oaths when 
‘they will obitinately take upon themfelves the determination 
“ofa point of taw airettly againtt che opinion of the Court, 
post does ic fcem ¢lear that they ase in no cafe liable to be 
, ide nat with to fee a law made to fettlethis matter. I think 
it ttands well at prefent. ‘The Rule is fy reafoneble, io ne- 
ceflary that there never can be a yeneral departure from it. I 
with rather to fee the body of the people diveit themfelves of 
prejudice. They are too aptimtuch a cafe taconfider the 
Jury as being io their intereit and gaining a victory over the 
Court, and to tfiumph wpon the occaiion. But why fhould fu.h 
a difpofition be indulged ? Although ia this particular inlance 
they may ferve the caule of theParty in which you asc engaged, 
yetthey differve your Intercit ; they are loofening the ties, 
and endangering that exellent frame of Government under 
which you live. The Law, my Countrymen, is cur bulwark, 
our defence, Why fhould we tufpect Judges of ao infenfible 
bias, much lefs of partiality and cOrtuption, whea they, whole 
province it is, judge apon points of Law different fioma Jury 
whofe province it isnot ? Or why fhould we complain when 
in fupport of their own judyments they exercile the powess 
given them by the Confticution ? : 

Ie is far from my intention in any thing I have wrote to de- 
rogate from thofe excel'ent inititutjons both ofGrand and Pet. 
ty Juries, My omly aim is to prevent their bei g perverted 
trom the purpofes for which they were initicu ed, we fecurity 
of our lives, libdertics, and properties, aud made fub{ervient to 
the partial finifter views of piejudiced intemperate men, and 
to the deftru€tion of ihofe valuable bleflings which they were 
intended to preferve. A. Z. 





TO BE SOLD 


b 
DAVID BLACK, 


At his Store onder Mr. Archibald Bowman’s An&ion-Room, 
in Ann-Street, Bestan, very cheop for Cath ;s 


CHOICE Toszacco and Snurr of 


all Sorts. 


~ WARRANTED CHOCOLATE 
Made and Sold by 


HUGH ~*~ M‘CLAIN, 
in Mitton, é 
N. B. If the Chocolate does not prove good, the Money 
will be returned to the Parchafer. 








Ju Imported and to be Sold by 


WILLIAM WINGFIELD, 


At his Shop ia Union-Sueet, Boston. 


General Affortment of flowered 


A and plain Luteftrings of all colours, rich’ Brocade, 
pink, rofe, green and cloth colour’d Damafks, Padufoys, Du- 
capes, Englith and India Taffitys, bett Hair Grifiits, a very 
neat Affortment of flower’d and plain Sotiias, yard-«tce and 
6qr. Book Mullins, yard-wide and 6q°. Sowered Mefiins, 
for Ladies Sacks, a great Variety of G.uzes of ail forts, 
Chiaces, Callicoes and Patches, Lawns and Cambricks, paitt 
Combs, anda}! forts of Goods faitable for all feafons, too 
many toenumerate in an Advertifement, which he will fell 
very low for Cath onlv. 

eeSiid WINGFIELD calls on all thofe that are Indebted 
to him on Bond, Book or Noies, to make immediate Payments, 
of their Accounts &e. will be put in fuit the next [afector 
Court without exception, as he intetds for London fooa, and 
Gefires all thofe that havé any Demsods om him 19 brig 
them in, im order for a Setrlement. 


V ANTED on Eire, or to- take to 
the Halves, 2 FARM within 20  enirty Miles 
af Bolton. For fursher lassiculars, inquire of (he Pasater. 


, 








“To be Gold by the’Printer Hereof,~by the Groce, Dozer, 


or fingle Paper, be 
NOR T GN’s 
American Mercaattle IN K-PO WDE R for Records, 


XPERIENCED and found to be 


equal, ifnot fupesiour to any imported, for the Truth 
of which he only begs a Comparifon and fair Tiial, The ex. 
ceHeot Qualities of this Powder are, That it makes the beil 
black Wiiting-Ink, and is very convenicot for Geutlemen, 
Merchants, AitOrnies, and others that travel, it being not 
cumberiome and liable to thofe Mifchances that ether Ink is, 
The Ink may be made in large or {mali Quniities, as is mow 
convenient.—As freezing is prejucicial to Ink, whea the 
Weatheris cold this may be made wiilf a little Brandy or other 
Spirits not liable to freeze. One Quality peculiar co this Ink 
is, that though the Writing be éxpofed to extreme Wet, it 
alters not, but will remain a9 lopy as the Paper endures.—~ 
This Powder decayeth not by keeping. ‘The above Pow- 
der nas ap Ingredient in it shat preveoislok from becoming 
thick and mouldy. 
*,” Sold.alfo by Anna Norton, near the Poft-Office, Bofcn, 
acd by Samwuei Acrion, the Maker, at his Siosre in 


Hingham. | 
A FARM, containing about Fifty 

Acres of chaice Land, witha i’tivilecge Of a Saw. 
Mill anv Grift- Mill within a few Reds of the fame, pleafaasly 
itnated in Wells, in he County of York, on the Poit-Road 
to Caico-Bay. FBaqvive.of tue Printer heseof, 


PROPOSALS 


For Prioting by Suescer:rrroy, 


Colle@ion of PO E M S, wrote 


A at feveral times, and wpon various: cesfions, byPHittis, 
a Negro Gri, from the Strength cf her own Genius, it being 
but.a few Years fince the came to this Vowa an uncultivated 
Barbarian from Africa. ‘The Poems having beea feen and 
reag by the bett Judges, “ho think them well worthy of the 
Publick View ; “and upon crtical examination, they fiad 
that the declared Author was capeble of wij:ing them. 

The Order in which they were penned, togcther »ith the 

Occefion, are as follows ; 

On the Reverend Dr. Sewell, when fick, 1765.—— 
On virtue, 1766.—-On two Friends, who were catt away, de. 
To the Univerfity of Cambrige, 1767. Aan Aédrefs to 
the Atheitt, do.——An Addreis to the Deilt, do. Oa 
America, 1768. On the Kinc, do.——On Frien: thip, 
do.—— Thoughts on beiwz brougat from Afiica to Ameri-~ 
¢2, do.———On the Nuptials of Mr. Syence to Mils Hooper, de. 
Ow the Hon. Commodore Hood, on tis pasdonivg a Deferter, 
1759.——On she Death of tie Reverend Dr. Sewel/, do.——— 
On the Death of Matter Seider, who was killed By Eben zr 
Richardjon, 1770.—— On the Death of the Rev. George UW bue- 
field, ao. Ua the Death of ayoung Mifs, aged 5 yeurs,do. 
On the Arrival of the Ships cf War, and landiog of the 
Troops. ———On the Atfiay tn Kiog-S:reet, on the Bvening of 
the sch of March. On the death of a young Gentleman, 
To Samuel Quincy, Eig; a Panegyri k.-——-}oa Luly on hee 
coming to Amesica for her Health, Vo Mis. Lecrard, oa 
the Death of her Muiband, To Mes. Boyton and Chil- 
drev, onthe Death of her Son and iMéir Brovher.——Toa 
Gettieman avd Lady on the Death of their Sow, eged g 
Monihe. ‘fo a Lady on her semarkab!e Deliverance in a 
Liuiricane. To James Sullivan, Big; and Ledy gop ‘the 
Death of hee Brother and Siler, and a Child Avis, aged 12 
Months.——-Geltah of Gath——Oa the Death of Dr. Sa 
muel Narfball. : 

cis fuppofed they will make onz fmali Olave Volume, 
and will contain about 200 Papes. 

‘Tuey will be pricted on Demy Paper, and beautiful Types. 

The Price to Subtcribers, handiomely boand and lettered, 
will be Four Shillings. ——-Stiched in blue, Three Shillings. 

it is hoped Encouragement will be given to this Publica. 
on, as areward to avery uncommoa Genius, at prefent 2 
Slave. 

The Work will be put to the Prefs as forn as thres 
Hualred Copies are fubferibed for, and and fhall te pud- 
hfhed wich ail Speed. 

. Subfcriptions are tken in bhE. Russurz, ine urlboromgh 
Sect 
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